IRS Warns of Scams

Service families should be alert for telephone and e-mail 

scams that are making the rounds, warns the Internal Revenue 

Service. For example, a caller supposedly from the IRS may 

tell a family member that a large refund check is due because 

a relative is in the service, and ask for a credit card 

number to pay for the postage. The caller might even give 

an IRS toll-free number for confirmation. The request should 

raise a red flag because the IRS does not charge for refunds

or solicit credit card information, stated an IRS official. 

In another example, a scammer may send a family member an

e-mail message supposedly from the IRS, with a link to the 

scammer’s Internet site, which asks for personal and 

financial information. This should raise another red flag 

because the IRS does not request sensitive information by 

e-mail. 

