Benefit Extensions/Expansions for Reserve and Guard

[The following article is provided courtesy of Armed Forces News.]

The fiscal 2003 National Defense Authorization Act will extend certain pay and bonuses for Reserve members through Dec. 31, 2003. This includes extensions of re-enlistment bonuses for ready reserves; enlistment and re-enlistment bonuses for selected reserves; special pay for selected reserve enlisted personnel assigned to high priority units; selected reserve affiliation 

bonuses; and extensions of special pay for health care professionals serving in the selected reserve in critically short wartime specialties. Furthermore, it 

expands TRICARE Prime Remote benefits to dependents of remotely located reserve personnel who are ordered to active duty for more than 30 days. The act also raises the number of years members of the selected reserve may 

use Montgomery GI Bill benefits from 10 to 14, and it authorizes commissary privileges to National Guard members who are participating in federally declared national emergencies.
