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that the losses occurred in November 1950 when forces of the 2nd and 25th Infantry Divisions, and the 8th Calvary Regiment engaged enemy forces from the North.





FAREWELL 





	I would like to take this opportunity to wish each and every one of you a joyous holiday season.  After working Korean War issues for the past 27 months I have developed a new found appreciation for the heroic sacrifices that your relatives made in service of this country.  Unfortunately, the time has come for me to transfer to a new duty station were I hope to play a significant role in recruiting the caliber of individuals whom I have learned about since working this issue.





	We have achieved many successes over the past two years including the location of 110 families and 465 family members.  On several occasions we have successfully lobbied for Posthumous Purple Heart and POW Medals.  In some cases we have been able to provide a final tribute to my fallen shipmates by having memorial headstones or markers erected.  A recent review of the Armed Forces DNA database revealed that at least one DNA sample was on file for 75% of the families that have been contacted.





	These are just a few of the accomplishments we have achieved together.  Without your help the Korean Outreach Program would be an empty shell.  You have all contributed to bring the program to life.   In doing so,
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 “FULLEST POSSIBLE ACCOUNTING”








 LT Michael G. Gallant, USN


NAVY PERSONNEL COMMAND (PERS 621P2)


5720 INTEGRITY DRIVE


MILLINGTON, TN 38055-6210











   





The U. S. Army Central Identification Laboratory (CILHI) is completing the 5th recovery operation in North Korea since an agreement between the U. S. and North Korea was reached early this summer.  Although limited to sites determined by Korean officials, CILHI team members have had tremendous success in recovering remains of U. S. service personnel who died during the Korean War.


  


Since July 2000, 65 sets of remains associated with U. S. losses have been excavated and returned to U. S. control.  CILHI experts are working diligently to complete forensic reviews and complete the positive identifications of those personnel who valiantly defended our national interests during the Korean War.  Initial reports indicate that these particular losses represent U. S. Army soldiers killed during heavy fighting in the Kujang and Unsan areas.  It is believed 





FAREWELL (cont’d)





you commemorate the life and acknowledge the sacrifice of your beloved family member.  I am forever grateful for the selfless sacrifices that you and your families have had to endure because your son, husband, father, brother, uncle or cousin ventured into harms way to defend this nation.





	Rest assured that the members of this Office (Ken, John & CDR Dave Pettry) stand ready to continue supporting each and every one of you.  When the remains of a sailor are returned to the United States from Korea, I would be honored to serve as the official escort for any family member.  I can make this statement because I am positive it is simply a matter of time before a fallen sailor from North Korea is returned home. I am forever in your debt…….





Transition Team


Stands Ready


	My name is CDR Dave Pettry, I would like to take this opportunity to send both an introductory, as well as, Holiday Greetings as my team and I assume the duties of the Korean Outreach Program.  It is my pleasure to continue the efforts of LT Mike Gallant.  I hope you will join with me in wishing Mike, “Fair winds and following seas” as he continues to his next Command.


Attached to the MIA/POW Affairs Department since October 1, 1999, I have had the opportunity to speak with several of you since then.  I have accumulated seventeen years of active and reserve duty, and currently I am a Naval Reservist.  Since I also have a full time civilian job, I will not be in the MIA/POW office on a daily basis.  However, John McConnaha and I will work collectively to address your individual requests and needs.  It is the goal of my team and I for you to receive the same level of commitment and service that you have enjoyed with Mike at the helm.





As I take the time for reflection on the blessings that I have had this year, please know that the opportunity to work for you is high among them.  I wish each of you the best for the Holidays and the New Year, and look forward to meeting and working with you as we move forward into 2001.
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A Final Tribute To My Fallen Shipmates….








HT3 Kenneth Eugene Clodfelter


* ETC Richard Costelow


MSSN Lakeina Monique Francis


ITSN Timothy Lee Gauna


* SMSA Cheron Louis Gunn


SN James Rodrick McDaniels


EN2 Mark Ian Nieto


EW3 Ronald Scott Owens


* SA Lakiba Nicole Palmer


ENFN Joshua Langdon Parlett


FA Patrick Howard Roy


EW2 Kevin Shawn Rux


MS3 Ronchester Manangan Santiago


OS2 Timothy Lamont Saunders


FN Gary Graham Swenchonis, Jr.


ENS Andrew Triplett.


SA Craig Bryan Wibberley


* Posthumously promoted.

















WEB SITES





Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office 


� HYPERLINK http://www.dtic.mil/dpmo ��www.dtic.mil/dpmo�





National Archives


� HYPERLINK http://www.nara.gov/nara/nail.html ��www.nara.gov/nara/nail.html�





Navy Casualty


www.bupers.navy.mil











  M. G. GALLANT
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