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Seasons Greetings (continued)





were removed after leads provided by family members of Fireman Apprentice Oliver C. Sexson, United States Navy, enabled my office and the Department of Defense to target specific historical records about a mining incident that damaged the USS Brush (DD-745) September 26, 1950.





    The USS Brush was supporting United Nations Forces along the Korean coast when it struck and underwater mine.  Fireman Apprentice Sexson was killed as a direct result of the explosion and subsequent flooding of the compartment he was in at the time.  Deck logs submitted to the National Archives for the period and service member medical records held at the National Personnel Records Center, St. Louis, MO, helped researches determine the exact time and date of each recovery and their return to the United States.  Archival records proved that he and 6 (previously unaccounted-for) crewmen were later recovered by ships operating in the area or when the USS Brush returned to port.





    FA Sexson’s invaluable cooperation and understanding were crucial to investigation efforts to account for the 5 additional crewmen assigned to the USS Brush (DD-745) at the time of the mining incident. 














    While on reconnaissance patrol, a PBY-5 Catalina aircraft (Squadron VP-23) with 8 crewmen disappeared without a trace.  On January 14, 1994 loggers found a crash site later determined to be associated with the loss of the PBY-5 aircraft. 			
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 “FULLEST POSSIBLE ACCOUNTING”
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    As we approach the new millennium, I wish each of you a joyous holiday season.  Your assistance and participation in the Korean Outreach Program has made 1999 a tremendous success in all facets of the program.  Our family database has exceeded 410 family members and the Armed Forces DNA Laboratory has received 95 mtDNA samples for future comparison.  These numbers reflect an unparalleled commitment by all of you to achieve the “fullest possible accounting.”





    In addition to program successes, we have been able to remove 7 service members from the Personnel Missing Korea List (PMKOR).  One individual was accounted for after historical records proved he was killed in an aircraft accident near Pensacola, Florida.  The remaining 6 service members 





 WWII Veterans Identified (continued)





    After conducting a detailed excavation of the site on Espiritu Santo Island, Republic of Vanuatu, an island near New Guinea.  Aircraft wreckage was positively identified as that of the missing aircraft.  Additionally, the remains of all eight crewmen were recovered and returned to the U. S. Army, Central Identification Laboratory, HI for analysis.  Anthropologists utilized conventional techniques and mtDNA to make positive identifications of all eight crewmen who will be buried with full military honors.





McCAIN Consent Update


    


     In my last newsletter I mentioned that the deadline provide consent was approaching.  As of October 1, 1999 any primary next-of-kin who had not responded with a signed consent form automatically became a McCain ‘NO’.  This position is assumed to protect the family from any release of information except as allowed by the Freedom of Information Act.


    A primary next-of-kin can still submit the consent form and convert a NO to a YES.  However, under no circumstance will a YES be converted to a NO.


    Keep in mind certain facts surrounding the loss of your loved one cannot be made accessible to the general public without your consent, other than information presently releasable under the Privacy Act of 1974 and the Freedom of Information Act.











 


    We recently received approval to award the Purple Heart (posthumously) to LTJG Hubert T. Evans, USN and HM3 John E. Trimm, USN.  Both men made the ultimate sacrifice while assigned to support forces during the Korean War.





    LTJG Evans was piloting an aircraft launched from the USS Philippine Sea (CVA-47) February 16, 1953 on an anti-flak suppression mission when his aircraft crashed prior to returning from the mission.  HM3 Trimm, a Navy Hospital Corpsman, was assigned to provide medical assistance to ground forces in the vicinity of the Chosin Reservoir when taken captive by North Korean forces November 28, 1950.  HM3 Trimm was last seen during a POW march when he stopped to render assistance to an injured corpsman. 





























    The Prisoner of War Medal was awarded to LT Charles Garrison, USNR, HM3 John E. Trimm, USN and HM3 Joseph W. Pancamo, USN.  





    LT Garrison was last seen in a North Korean Hospital by an Army officer shortly after he (LT Garrison) successfully ejected from his F4U-4 Corsair, launched from the USS Boxer (CV-21) May 18, 1951, was hit by enemy anti-aircraft fire.  It is believed he suffered a broken leg during the incident.  HM3 Trimm and HM3 Pancamo were taken captive after U. S. Marine positions were overrun by Communist Chinese Forces in the vicinity of the Chosin Reservoir. HM3 Trimm was last seen when he stopped during a POW march to assist the injured HM3 Pancamo.





    Debriefings conducted after the repatriated former Korean War POWs were instrumental in validating the captivity status of these three heroes.





    





WEB SITES





Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office (DPMO)


� HYPERLINK http://www.dtic.mil/dpmo ��www.dtic.mil/dpmo�





National Archives


� HYPERLINK http://www.nara.gov/nara/nail.html ��www.nara.gov/nara/nail.html�

















                              M. G. GALLANT
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