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THE NAVAL REACTORS ENGINEER PROGRAM

Opportunities for Success

Naval Reactors, located at the Washington Navy Yard in Washington D. C., is a joint Department of Navy and Department of Energy activity which has “cradle to grave” responsibility for shipboard nuclear power plants, shore-based prototypes, and nuclear propulsion support systems.  The Headquarters team consists of approximately 400 civilian and military nuclear engineers providing program management for the design, maintenance and repair, and safe operation of the Navy’s Nuclear Propulsion Program

Our extensive training program for new engineers provides familiarity with shipyard and prototype operations, as well as a 6-month post-graduate level classroom instruction at the Bettis Reactor Engineering School at the Bettis Atomic Power Laboratory in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  With this background, engineers develop a wide breadth of understanding of all aspects of nuclear propulsion and the flexibility to move into other technical areas involved in nuclear propulsion work.   Under a senior supervising engineer, junior engineers assume responsibility for various portions of technical work performed at the Program’s two Department of Energy laboratories, two nuclear prototype training sites, various naval and private shipyards, over 1000 support contractors, or on more than 80 nuclear-powered combatants.  This work may be involved with:

· Reactor physics, design, shielding 


· Materials development

· Fluid systems design

· Chemistry and radiological controls

· Component design (steam generators, pumps, valves)

· Instrumentation and control of reactor, steam, electric plants
· Am I eligible?  NROTC Midshipmen completing a BS in an engineering curriculum, and who have maintained a 3.0/B average in all technical courses, as well as a high overall GPA are eligible.

· How do I apply?  Applications should be forwarded via your PNS and CNET after completion of the Junior/3rd year.  Spring grades must be included.  The Director, Naval Nuclear Propulsion, will personally interview all applicants.

· How am I commissioned and what is my Service obligation?  Midshipmen selected for this duty are commissioned as Unrestricted Line Officers in the Fleet Support Community (1105 designator).   This appointment incurs a 5-year obligation, which will be served primarily at the Headquarters in Washington D. C.   Pay and allowances are commensurate with your pay grade, and promotions are in accordance with Navy promotion plans. 

· Will I travel?  Engineers occasionally ride onboard nuclear-powered aircraft carriers and submarines to oversee initial sea trials, observe propulsion plant performance, and evaluate crew performance.  They also visit Program shipyards, laboratories, and vendors to evaluate nuclear propulsion work and ensure that shore-based training reactors and shipboard reactors meet stringent operational and safety requirements.

· What’s in it for me?  You will obtain post-graduate level education in nuclear engineering, learn to manage technical projects, improve your communication and presentation skills, hone your problem-solving abilities, and interact with senior managers from government and supporting contractors.  You will be responsible for designing, maintaining, and ensuring the safe operation of the most advanced reactor plants in the world.  You will also have the opportunity to influence decisions to ensure these and future naval reactor plants have improved reliability, endurance, capability, and safety.  If you qualify and are looking for a unique, challenging, and rewarding opportunity to work with the best and brightest nuclear propulsion experts in the country, the Naval Reactors Engineer Program may be for you.      
See your Nuclear Power Officer today to discuss your future in the Nuclear Navy!
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