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By Senior Chief Journalist James Slater, Naval Support Activity Naples Public Affairs

NAPLES, Italy (NNS) -- News reports from the United States have focused a lot lately on what people can do to be prepared for emergency situations. 

Not too long after the media reported on some preparation suggestions, plastic sheeting and duct tape began flying off the shelves of stores. It seems Americans want to make sure they're prepared for a chemical or biological attack, but are they paying attention to the more mundane preparations such as getting paperwork in order? And shouldn't that go doubly for Americans living overseas?

While he admits the work was tedious, Yeoman 1st Class Billy Andrews understands the implications of not having the current documents in times of emergency. 

Andrews has completed the Naval Support Activity (NSA) Naples annual review of Family Care Plans (FCP), a process that included notifying, reviewing and updating information for each individual assigned to NSA with a mandatory FCP.

"Some people are under the impression that once they have a plan completed, it's good to go for the rest of their career," said Andrews. "They forget things change."

No matter where they may be stationed, single parents and dual military parents are required to maintain a FCP and update it when changes in the personal lives or professional careers make revisions necessary. Permanent Change of Station moves, changes in guardianship or even an address change of a stateside relative named in the plan are examples of events that require a plan update. 

The NSA Naples Non-combatant Evacuation Operation (NEO) Coordination Officer, Lt. Michael Biery, said that while NSA is in the process of reviewing and refining current NEO procedures in Naples, he emphasized the possibility of an evacuation of the Naples area is extremely low. 

"Once we get the program revised, we'll post our recommendations online for what should be in NEO kits. People can then check out the Web site and make sure they are prepared." 

Biery said NEO kits are comprised of important documents like wills, powers of attorney, passports, birth certificates, sojourner permits, household goods inventories and emergency contact numbers. The kit would minimize the anxiety placed on not just family members but everyone already in a stressful situation.

NSA Commanding Officer, Capt. Dave Frederick, told NSA employees that even if the chances of deployment or evacuation are remote, it is much better to have a plan and be ready than to be surprised or surprise someone else. 

"Know where your important documents are," said Frederick. "If you had to send your family stateside in an emergency, know where you would send them, and if you haven't talked to these people in a while, it's a good idea to pick up the phone and let them know what your plans are."

For related news, visit the Naval Support Activity Naples, Italy Navy NewsStand page at www.news.navy.mil/local/nsanaples. 

