There are many occasions during the course of a military career that a power of attorney might be necessary.  There are two types of power of attorney: special and general.  A general power of attorney gives the person who holds it the power to conduct business in your name.  Servicemembers can grant a special power of attorney, which spells out the specific ways it can be used.  Base legal assistance attorneys can help servicemembers determine which type of power of attorney will best meet their needs.  Medical powers of attorney are used if a person becomes incapacitated and someone else needs to make medical decisions.  Generally, powers of attorney are granted for one year.  Servicemembers can revoke a power of attorney in two ways if circumstances change.  The first and simpler is to physically destroy the original document.  The second is to write a letter of revocation, have it notarized and send a copy of the revocation to the person holding the power of attorney.  It's best to also send a copy of the revocation to places where the person is likely to use the power of attorney, such as banks or moving companies.  Military service members and their families can have powers of attorney drawn up and notarized at most base legal assistance offices.  In most cases, Naval Reservists recalled to active duty will have an opportunity to meet with a Naval Reserve JAG Officer, at their Naval Reserve Activity or the Navy Mobilization Processing Site, to take care of legal matters. 

