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techniques to remove and filter tons of soil.  This painstaking process was critical in the scientific approach used to conduct the excavation and protected the integrity of the investigation.





NORTH KOREA COOPERATES





	North Korean officials have agreed to allow 


U. S. Teams into the country to conduct excavations.  While I was departing Laos, the first team was preparing to enter North Korea on the first of five recovery operations.  Based on the agreement, U. S. Teams will conduct the operations in rapid succession and be completed before the end of the year.  This is truly good news for all the families who have waited patiently for United States and North Korean officials to overcome their differences.


	


It is our hope that these operations will prove successful in the recovery and eventual identification of our heroic Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines who made the ultimate sacrifice in defense of an oppressed country.  Rest assured that if any of the cases prove to be associated with Navy losses, I will immediately notify the respective family of any details that are released to this office.


Please continue with page 2
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	As some of you are aware, I spent four weeks in Laos as a Team Leader of a Recovery Element Team with members of the U. S. Army Central Identification Laboratory (CILHI).  The team was tasked to continue the excavation of an aircraft crash site from the Vietnam War.  This experience provided me with a first hand look at the obstacles that recovery teams must overcome to conduct recovery operations.  More importantly, it provided invaluable insight to the actual recovery process as well as the dedication of all the Department of Defense agencies and employees who embark on this difficult and daunting task.


The team members conducted recovery operations in a remote area of the Laotian jungle with minimal contact or access to emergency support.  Littered with unexploded ordnance, the crash site was located on a hilltop with a 35 to 40 degree slope.  The multi-service nine member team, assisted by a civilian anthropologist, used primitive tools and


Korean War 


Service Medal





	We have received official word that the United States government will provide the Korean War Service Medal (KWSM) to eligible service members who participated in the Korean War.  The U. S. Air Force has been assigned as the executive agent for the distribution of the medal for all service branches.  This office is attempting to coordinate efforts to obtain the medals for the 286 Department of the Navy Korean War “Unaccounted-for” personnel, directly from the Air Force.  


During the past two years, I have provided many of you with the duplicate set of awards in which your family is entitled.  I am committed to obtaining and providing the award when it becomes available.  Although the Air Force has not received the actual medals as of this date, we anticipate receipt within the next two months. 


	Keep in mind, this is a medal awarded to the service member and should be included with other military decorations previously awarded.  If you would like me to forward the KWSM to you, please contact my office.  I will create a list of family members who request the medal for future distribution.  In most cases, the family member who requested the duplicate set of awards will be the recipient of the medal.  However, the desires of the primary next-of-kin have precedence since only one medal can be provided.  
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National�POW/MIA Recognition Day�Friday, September 15, 2000


	


Annually, POW/MIA Recognition Day is observed each year on the third Friday of September.  The Defense POW/MIA web site will be posting information on the event and provides links to other resource information.  The site also includes information that both military units and civilian organizers may use in planning their local event/program to honor these heroes.
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WEB SITES





Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office 


� HYPERLINK http://www.dtic.mil/dpmo ��www.dtic.mil/dpmo�





National Archives


� HYPERLINK http://www.nara.gov/nara/nail.html ��www.nara.gov/nara/nail.html�





Navy Casualty


� HYPERLINK "www.bupers.navy.mil/pers621" ��www.bupers.navy.mil/pers621�
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  M. G. GALLANT
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