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1ST Year Anniversary (continued)





continue to embrace this collaborative approach to determine ”the fullest possible accounting”.





    I remain committed to the ideology of providing any and all information to the family members of Korean War unaccounted-for casualties.  It some cases the information has been long overdue.  In other cases the information evoked strong emotions from family members.  I quickly recognized that the entire spectrum of emotions was to be expected.  However, that has never deterred me from providing you information.  I believe each of you desires any information that is obtainable relative to your cases.














     I continue to receive feedback from family members on memorial markers.  We are winning the battle on recognizing your loved ones who have paid the ultimate price for freedom.  If you have not submitted an application or need assistance in obtaining the application or completing it, call me for assistance.  I can provide you the documentation within one or two days of receiving your request.    


    Keep in mind it is important to submit a copy of the supporting documentation I provide you with the application.  Certain personal decorations can also be included on the marker along with the symbol of your religious preference.





“FULLEST POSSIBLE ACCOUNTING”








 LT Michael G. Gallant, USN


NAVY PERSONNEL COMMAND (NPC 621P)


5720 INTEGRITY DRIVE


MILLINGTON, TN 38055-6210











    It is hard to believe the Bureau of Naval Personnel relocated to Millington, Tennessee one year ago.  As many of you already know, Ken Terry, John McConnaha and I were new to the POW/MIA issue and did not have the opportunity to meet our predecessors.  This lapse in continuity periodically created obstacles for us to overcome while trying to meet your needs.





    Your patience and understanding enabled us to overcome those obstacles and become better equipped to fulfill your needs.  You willingly assisted us in obtaining family information that proved to be the most critical step in revitalizing the Korean Outreach Program.  





    I have spoken with hundreds of you over the past year.  With each conversation, I developed a deep respect for your concerns and your wishes.  In many cases we obtained previously unknown details of a respective case, in others we simply created a new communication link.  My office will





    

















The Department of Defense Prisoner of War/Missing Personnel Office (DPMO) located thousands of documents relating to the Korean and Cold Wars.  At the present time I have not received any case specific information on any of the 292 Navy Korean War unaccounted-for personnel.  Should this information correlate to any of our 292 unaccounted-for losses, it will immediately be forwarded to the applicable primary next-of-kin of the associated case.

















    





    I continue to gain new insight to processes that can save family members an enormous amount of time.  Furthermore, I have developed key relationships with support agencies which can expedite the processing of a family requests.  This is true for service member awards.





    The National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) in St. Louis, Missouri is the holding facility for service member records.  I have been able to verify awards and provide duplicate medals for a number of families.  In some cases, I have been able to digitize portrait photos included in a record and reproduce the image for the family.  





    If you are interested in obtaining the awards your family member earned during the period of their service please contact me.  By instruction the family of a deceased service member is entitled to one duplicate set of awards.








McCAIN Consent


Deadline is Reached


    I have forwarded each primary next-of-kin (PNOK) a consent form for their respective cases.  In some instances the documents were not returned to my office.  Effective immediately any PNOK who has not returned the document will be considered a McCain “NO”.


    This is a significant position to be considered by each family member.  Essentially, we can not release any information related to an unaccounted-for service 


McCain Consent Deadline Reached (continued)


member’s case that includes the treatment, location or condition of your missing relative.


    If you are unsure if we have received your signed document providing consent please contact me immediately.  I will formally make an entry in each file without a McCain release form by October 22, 1999.  If you desire to provide consent contact me at (800)443-9298.  


    Keep in mind the story surrounding the loss of your loved one cannot be made accessible to the general public without your consent, other than information presently releasable under the Privacy Act of 1974 and the Freedom of Information Act.





  


Reach Out


and Touch Us








    If you are aware of any Navy families who have not been contacted by our office please let us know.  We are aggressively trying to locate NOK from Korean Conflict unaccounted for.  We can be reached at 1-800-443-9298 or email p62cc2@persnet.navy.mil.  If you have moved or changed your telephone number, let us know as soon as possible.  It enables us to provide you timely information and keep you up-to-date with the latest information on the Korean Outreach Program. 








WEB SITES





Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office (DPMO)


� HYPERLINK http://www.dtic.mil/dpmo ��www.dtic.mil/dpmo�





National Archives


� HYPERLINK http://www.nara.gov/nara/nail.html ��www.nara.gov/nara/nail.html�

















                              M. G. GALLANT
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