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Why McCain ?


�


    Although this letter is primarily intended for Korean Conflict family members, I want to take this opportunity to introduce my colleagues.  Mr. Kenneth Terry and Mr. John McConnaha are both retired United States Marines with forty-eight years of combined active service.  We are all new to the office, the previous staff did not make the transition from Washington.


    Although we have separated the conflicts among us, I can assure you that Ken and John will always be ready to assist you.  Here is the present composition and area of responsibility of our staff.





Kenneth Terry


Head Missing Persons Section


Cold War / WWII





John McConnaha


POW / MIA Affairs


Southeast Asia





LT “Mike” Gallant


POW / MIA Affairs


Korean War 





“THEY ARE NOT FORGOTTEN”








 A NEW LOOK!


LT Michael G. Gallant, USN


NAVY PERSONNEL COMMAND (NPC 621P)


5720 INTEGRITY DRIVE


MILLINGTON, TN 38055-6210





    As many of you are aware, our office recently completed the transition from Washington, D. C. to Millington, TN.  The move was completed in June 1998.  The transition not only resulted in a new facility for the Bureau of Naval Personnel it included a name change to the Navy Personnel Command. The previous staff composition consisted of two military members and one civilian employee.  In an effort to improve the continuity with family members, one military billet was converted to a civilian job.  This minimizes the impact of constant personnel transitions due to military transfers.  


    We have also taken steps to improve communications with families of unaccounted for personnel.  We have separated the conflicts among the three personnel within the office.  The idea is for us to become more aware of conflict specific family interests and concerns, while developing specific conflict knowledge.  We want to be able to talk with each and every family with credibility and understanding of their specific needs.  We are also reviewing present data bases to validate next-of-kin (NOK) addresses and telephone numbers.





    





    I still have numerous McCain “Consent to Release” Forms pending return to my office.  For those families who have returned the documents,……Thank You.  If you are a primary next-of-kin (PNOK) and have not received the form please contact me so I may send you another form.  For those of you who have received the document and are unsure of your decision to return it, please give me the opportunity to encourage you to do so.  This document gives you a choice, nothing more, nothing less.  It also enables you to be an active participant in this dynamic program.








The Test of Time….








    From June 1950 until July 1953 thousands of Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines made the ultimate sacrifice.  Many of them never returned home and are still listed as unaccounted for.  Department of Defense wide there are 8,217 unaccounted for service members of which, 293 are sailors lost as a result of the Korean Conflict.  For many of you, the first time you heard from the Navy since the conflict has been within the last year.  I want to prevent that from ever happening again.


     It’s simple.  I am developing a database for Korean Conflict Families which should stand the “test of time.”  I have tried to contact each and every family member added to the database to improve accuracy and detail so whoever works this issue will always be able to keep families informed.  This newsletter is one of the media we are incorporating to achieve that goal.  


    I am committed to improving the dialogue between you and my office.  Thus, it is my hope that this newsletter will help generate interest and encourage your involvement in the Korean Outreach Program.  We can not and will not be successful without your cooperation.  You are the key to success and I am here for your support.  If you can keep me informed of status changes in addresses, telephone numbers and interested family members, I will make sure the information is updated or added as appropriate.


  This sharing of information can be mutually beneficial to each of us, while striving for what I trust is a common goal.  Full Accounting………


 





Memorial Markers





Did you know that a service member who is unaccounted for is entitled to a memorial marker?





 Memorial Marker (continued)





     If a service member is unaccounted for MIA/KIA (body not recovered), they are entitled to a memorial marker which can be placed at any national or state veterans cemetery.  That marker is placed at government expense and can be obtained through the Veterans Administration (VA) using a VA Form 40-1330.  The PNOK should be the applicant, and I can provide the supporting documentation and an application if desired.  This will help expedite the process.  You will want to contact the VA (800) 697-6947 for specific details, procedures and placement once you receive the documents.





  


Reach Out


and Touch Us








    If you are aware of any Navy families who have not been contacted by our office please let us know.  We are aggressively trying to locate NOK from Korean Conflict unaccounted for.  We can be reached at 1-800-443-9298 or email p62cc2@persnet.navy.mil.  If you have moved or changed your telephone number, let us know as soon as possible.  It allows us to focus on your individual case interests and the location of NOK.








WEB SITES





Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office (DPMO)


� HYPERLINK http://www.dtic.mil/dpmo ��www.dtic.mil/dpmo�





National Archives


� HYPERLINK http://www.nara.gov/nara/nail.html ��www.nara.gov/nara/nail.html�





Korean War


� HYPERLINK http://www.koreanwar.org ��www.koreanwar.org�

















M. G. GALLANT




















continued on page 2
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