The Special Operations Officer Community

Looking for something different and challenging? The Navy Special Operations Community (1140 Designator) combines the war-fighting skills of of Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) Underwater Mine Countermeasures (UMCM) with expertise in Expeditionary Diving and Salvage (D&S) and Force Protection (AT/FP) and Explosive Ordnance Management (EOM). The Community offers a unique opportunity to motivated men and women who seek early leadership responsibilities and tough challenges. Assignments are based on performance, qualification, and personal desires, mirroring the URL warfare community. All aspects from initial training to command are included in the organization of the SPECOPS community. Junior officers are immediately trained as Navy Diving Officers and serve aboard mine countermeasures and salvage ships to earn their qualification as Surface Warriors. After training in explosive ordnance disposal, officers are immediately assigned as the Officer in Charge of EOD detachments, operating throughout the world. Throughout the Special Operations career, the tasks are varied and require personnel that enjoy responsibility, hard work, and an exciting atmosphere…Are you that person? The following are four areas in which to serve: 

Explosive Ordnance Disposal. Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) and Under-Water Mine Countermeasures (UMCM) make up over 80% of the community billets with Diving and Salvage and Expendable Ordnance Management combining for approximately 20% of the jobs. Navy SPECOPS Officers lead the U.S. Navy’s highly trained men and women who render safe unexploded ordnance that impedes military operations or endangers the public. Each SPECOPS Officer is trained as an EOD technician at Naval School, Explosive Ordnance Disposal, Eglin AFB, Florida. Trained alongside the enlisted EOD technicians. SPECOPS Officers provide field leadership to EOD forces from the LT Officer in Charge (OIC) at sea to the CAPT who commands each Fleet’s EOD Group, providing leadership and planning for large scale operations and force integration and modernization. Navy EOD was born during World War II. Numerous recent operations include clearing unexploded bombs from ships during the Arabian Gulf "Tanker War" of the 1980s, rendering safe an unexploded Iraqi missile lodged in USS STARK in 1987, and destroying mines in the Arabian Gulf in the 1990s, to name a few. From the arctic to the desert, to the depths of the world’s oceans, Navy EOD teams – Those Who Dare! – are trained and ready to clear the way! The detachment is the basic operational element of the EOD forces. Led by a LT or CWO, EOD detachments can vary in size from 1 officer/5 enlisted to 2 officers/13 enlisted. EOD detachments deploy with aircraft carrier battle groups, amphibious ready groups, and mine countermeasures groups in addition to responding to contingency operations throughout the world. Ashore, EOD detachments are located at many naval installations for response to ordnance incidents, to provide diving services, and in support of research and development projects. EOD personnel also help the United States Secret Service to protect dignitaries. EOD operates the Navy’s Marine Mammal Systems that employ Atlantic bottlenose dolphins and California sea lions in mine countermeasures operations, swimmer detection missions and for underwater object recovery.- Mine Counter-Measures (MCM). Navy Special Operations officers provide unique mine countermeasures expertise to our Navy with tours on in MCM and MHC ships. SPECOPS also lead EOD MCM Detachments that are a crucial part of the Navy’s MCM force. In addition, SPECOPS Officers serve at NAVAL SPECIAL CLEARANCE TEAM ONE composed of EOD, SEAL and USMC personnel. This detachment uses special tactics and equipment to penetrate the 10-40 foot depth zone of the near shore area adjacent to potential landing beaches.  Most recently they were involved in clearing the waters of the port of Um-Quasar, allowing humanitarian aide to flow into The major Iraqi port.  Diving and Salvage. "We dive the world over" has been the motto of U.S. Navy divers for many years. Each SPECOPS Officer starts his career by qualifying as a Navy Diving Officer at NAVDIVSALVTRACEN, Panama City, Florida. Limited numbers of 1140 officers will complete their initial sea tour on salvage ships, qualifying as a ship handler and refining their ability to conduct extended heavy work underwater, salvaging submerged aircraft and historic ships, re-floating grounded ships, or conducting battle damage repair.

Expendable Ordnance Management (EOM). 

SPECOPS Officers provide line officer leadership and ordnance expertise in critical ordnance management positions that utilize expertise in ordnance safety and both conventional weapons movement and storage. Most of these more senior positions require Captains and Commanders who receive specialized logistics training before filling the primarily shore-based EOM positions.

First Tour upon qualification.

EOD Mobile Unit. This tour is considered sea duty for rotational purposes. A Mobile Unit SPECOPS officer is part of a five to a 11 man detachment, consisting of an EOD officer in charge, one chief and three to nine enlisted personnel. An EOD detachment could be deployed to fill shipboard requirements on aircraft carriers, amphibious and mine warfare ships. while deployed, each team fills a variety of responsibilities throughout the Carrier Battle Groups and Amphibious Ready Groups. These can include flightdeck operations, amphibious operations and training throughout the Battle Group. Additionally, personnel can be assigned to a Mine Counter Measures Detachment, or a Marine Mammal Systems Department. Detachments are also involved in Secret Service Support.

Active duty obligation. Officers must agree to serve on active duty for a period of 2 years or until completion of previously acquired minimum obligated service, whichever is longer, subsequent to completion of training.

Training Pipeline following commission. 

After completing Dive Training and initial sea tour (with Surface Warfare Qualification), Qualified SPECOPS candidates will receive Permanent Change of Station (PCS) orders to Naval School Explosive Ordnance Disposal (NAVSCOLEOD), Eglin Air Force Base, Florida.

Over a year of rigorous training begins with 12 weeks of dive training at NDSTC.  Students learn diving physics, medicine, SCUBA, MK16 mixed gas diving system, hyperbaric chamber operations, and familiarization with the MK21 Superlite surface supplied hard hat diving system, CRRC rubber raiding craft small boat operation and small team diving integration.

Training at NAVSCOLEOD in Eglin is approximately 39 weeks, consisting of core classes, demolition, EOD tools and methods, chemical munitions and EOD publications. The final phase is broken down into specific types of ordnance. Each division teaches an in depth course on both foreign and domestic weapons. These divisions are broken down into the following:

- Ground Ordnance. Land-mines, grenades, booby traps, and projected munitions (projectiles, mortars, and rockets).

- Air Ordnance. Bombs, missiles, egress systems, gun systems, and aircraft explosive hazards.

- Improvised Explosive Devices. Homemade bombs, terrorist devices, and their render safe procedures.

- Underwater Ordnance. Torpedoes, mines, underwater explosive devices, search techniques, and foreign ordnance exploitation.

- Nuclear Weapons. Basic nuclear physics and radiation monitoring, decontamination procedures, and nuclear weapon render safe procedures.

Special pay/bonuses. SPECOPS officers who are qualified divers and assigned to billets requiring diving duty and who actually perform diving duty are eligible to receive dive pay in amounts of $240.00. SPECOPS officer also receive Demolition (DEMO) Duty Pay. Payable to members required to perform demolition using live explosives, including during training, as a primary duty.

The location of  some EOD Groups/Units and Mobile Diving Salvage Units are:

WEST COAST

Sand Diego CA, Guam; Oak Harbor WA, Sasebo Japan

EAST COAST

Little Creek, VA; Charleston, SC; Sicily, Italy; Fort Story, VA

Community manager is LCDR Tom Smith

OPNAV N131X

Navy Annex, Room 3613

Washington, DC 20370-5000

703-695-3951 or DSN: 225-3951 Fax: 703-614-1189

