1140 NEWS JUNE 2001

1. Congratulations


a. To new Special Operations CDR selects:


LCDR Martin Beck, XO EODMU EIGHT


LCDR David Beckett, DTRA (Former XO of MU ELEVEN)


LCDR Melanie Branson, 3rd FLT Staff Officer (Former XO of MDSU TWO)


LCDR James Bredemeier, XO NDSTC


LCDR Dale Fleck, Student NWC (Former XO of EODMU SIX)


LCDR Charles Muller, XO EODMU SIX


LCDR Timothy Rudderow, XO EODMU ELEVEN


LCDR Jonathan Wood, XO EODMU THREE


b. To USS GRAPPLE and USS SALVOR for winning the Marjorie Sterettt Battleship Fund Awards for CY00.  


Quote from CNO msg: "THIS PRESTIGIOUS AWARD PROVIDES TANGIBLE RECOGNITION OF THE SUPERB LEVEL OF COMBAT READINESS MAINTAINED THROUGHOUT THE CALENDAR YEAR BY A SHIP SELECTED FROM BOTH THE PACIFIC AND ATLANTIC FLEETS.  I EXTEND MY HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS TO THE OFFICERS AND CREW OF USS GRAPPLE AND USS SALVOR FOR YOUR SUPERB PERFORMANCE.  THE SUSTAINED PROFESSIONALISM AND DEDICATED EFFORTS WHICH LED TO THIS AWARD HAVE SET A BENCHMARK OF EXCELLENCE TO WHICH ALL SHOULD ASPIRE.  I AM PROUD OF YOU.   ADM VERN CLARK SENDS.

2. Notes.

  a.  Mark Helmkamp reports NDSTC Master Diver "Roll Call" and diving heritage displays are complete. 


On your next visit to the Dive School, visit our memorial to all past and present US Navy Master Divers.  Completed 01 May in time for the CWO/MDV Conference, "The Wall" lists all Master Divers in chronological order - by decade - of their qualification, beginning from the 1900's until present day.  The names are engraved and mounted on the wall around a large, lighted Master Diver insignia.  Above the door leading to the memorial is an oversized casting of the Master Diver insignia that was contributed by MDV Sam Huss, a Sealab veteran.  Also while at the school, visit our "Hall of Honor" that features our Medal of Honor hard hat divers.  Each diver's photograph has been enlarged and hangs next to their citation, all of which feature an oversized replica casting of the Medal of Honor.


We have also completed our collection of "Jakes" and now have all widely used surface supplied systems on display.  In addition to the nine different MK V (air & gas hats), we have just added a Jack Browne/MK 20 , MK 12 (Gas) and MK 1 (air) displays.  We are in the process of making ready for display a Russian dry suit and re-breather display, and have just received a Russian "three-bolt" hard hat.  Known to be a real death trap, the Russian rebreather will give our divers an interesting look at how other countries work underwater and a real appreciation for our technology.


Our "Swede" Momson Hall collection is now complete as well.  We have just received an actual "Momson Lung" to add to VADM Momson's personal articles which includes an autographed copy of Maas' book "The Terrible Hours".  Related is our ongoing negotiations for an SRC, which is desired for display and OP training for First Class Divers.  A PTC was placed on display in front of the school in mid April, and complements well our standard leg of beach gear display located opposite and in front of our Training Support Building.  

  b.  CDR selection board 1140 rough statistics fm Ted Lucas:  We had 8 officers in the above zone category.  None of these officers got picked.  We had 9 officers in the In Zone Category.  We promoted 8 of them.  We had 16 officers in the below zone category. None of these officers got picked.  Overall, we promoted 88.89 of our officers to CDR.  The Selection opportunity was 75%.  SWOs picked at 80%, FSO at 62. 9%, Seals at 73.3%, Aviators at about 74%.

  c. Master Blaster of the Navy.  BTCM(EOD) Gary Cagle (our present Master Blaster of the Navy) will be retiring after 30 years of service at 1200, 27 July, Mine Museum, NAVSCOLEOD.  The "Master Blaster of the Navy" title will be passed to BMCM(EOD)Pat Wolfe. 

3.  A view fm the Pentagon:  

  a. Leadership.  The new SECNAV, Mr. Gordon England was confirmed last month.  He is an outstanding individual who most recently was an Executive Vice President at General Dynamics and will bring extensive business experience to the department.  He already is encouraging "one team, one fight".  Ms Susan Livingstone has been nominated as Undersecretary.  She has experience in the Army as an Assistant Secretary and most recently was at the Association of the US Army.

  b. Budget.  The budget submission and approval for FY02 has been thrown off the normal schedule with the arrival of the new administration.  As of this writing, the President has not submitted a complete DoD budget to Congress (usually a February submission).  The entire Congressional review and approval process has been delayed.  For those of you working on future PR/POM submissions, the normal timetable for PR03 is currently on hold.  In the field, you should be developing POM 04 issues though as the planning portion of the PPBS for POM 04 is expected to kick off on schedule this summer/fall.

4. Recent moves:


CDR Seligman to EODMU THREE


CDR Green to PEO MIW

5.  1140 Mailing list Updates.  Missing the following email addresses:


CAPTs


Darrell Sink


Shawn Morrissey


CDRs


Ed Ebinger


Jose Santana


Marty Beck


David Beckett


Melanie Branson


James Bredemeier


Charles Muller


Jonathan Wood


6. Changed/updated email addresses since last email to CAPT's/CDR's


Thomas Blakeney


Porter Lewis


Adam Guziewicz


Tom Green


Dale Fleck


Tim Rudderow

