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SUBJ/ENSURING ALL SAILORS WILL HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO VOTE// RMKS/1.  LAST WEEK, THE DEPUTY SECDEF HEARD MY ASSURANCE THAT EACH SAILOR WILL HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO VOTE IN THE UPCOMING ELECTION, WHETHER DEPLOYED, STATIONED OVERSEAS, OR IN CONUS.  WE WILL DO THIS BY PLACING AN ABSENTEE BALLOT REQUEST (SF-76) IN EVERY SAILOR'S HAND, AND WE WILL PROVIDE EVERY SAILOR WITH REQUISITE VOTING TRAINING.

2.
ALL COMMANDS HAVING MORE THAN 25 PERSONNEL ASSIGNED ARE REQUIRED

TO DESIGNATE A VOTING ASSISTANCE OFFICER (VAO).  LARGER COMMANDS

SHOULD ASSIGN ONE UNIT VOTING ASSISTANCE OFFICER FOR EVERY 50

MEMBERS ABOVE THE INITIAL 25 MEMBERS.  VAOS MUST PROVIDE SF-76'S BY

AUG 15 (OCONUS UNITS) AND SEP 15 (CONUS UNITS) OF EVEN-NUMBERED
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YEARS.  ADDITIONALLY, INSTALLATIONS ARE REQUIRED TO DESIGNATE SPECIAL DAYS AT THEIR MILITARY INSTALLATIONS TO INFORM SAILORS OF ABSENTEE REGISTRATION AND BALLOT REQUEST PROCEDURES.  COMBATANT COMMANDERS BEAR ADDITIONAL RESPONSIBILITY TO ENSURE THAT DEPLOYED FORCES HAVE ACCESS TO FEDERAL VOTING ASSISTANCE INFORMATION, PARTICULARLY IN REMOTE OR DIFFICULT LOCATIONS.

3.
THE NAVY VOTING INFORMATION MANAGEMENT SYSTEM (VIMS) MONITORS

COMPLIANCE WITH THE FEDERAL VOTING ASSISTANCE GUIDELINES AND ALLOWS NAVY PERSONNEL COMMAND TO ELECTRONICALLY PUSH IMPORTANT VOTING INFORMATION UPDATES TO EVERY NAVY VAO.  NAVADMIN 013/04 MANDATED THAT VAOS REGISTER IN THE VIMS DATABASE, BUT SO FAR ONLY 25 PERCENT OF NAVY COMMANDS HAVE COMPLIED.  YOUR COMMAND VAO MUST BE ENROLLED IN VIMS BY 21 MAY 2004.  VAOS MUST PROVIDE WEEKLY STATUS UPDATES VIA THE VIMS ENROLLMENT REPORT WHICH CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE LISTED BELOW.

4.
WITH YOUR SUPPORT, WE WILL ENSURE OUR SAILORS HAVE THE

OPPORTUNITY TO EXERCISE THEIR RIGHT TO VOTE.  THE FIRST STEP IS VAO REGISTRATION IN THE VIMS DATABASE.  THE DATABASE IS ONLINE AT:

HTTPS:/QOL.PERSNET.NAVY.MIL/VOTING/.  USE THE DEFAULT PASSWORD:

"NVAP2004."  CLICK ON "CONTINUE", THEN "UPDATE COMMAND INFO."
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5.
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, VAOS CAN ACCESS NAVADMIN 013/04 AT

HTTP:/WWW.PERSNET.NAVY.MIL/NVAP.  POCS ARE LCDR MARK LOFTON, NAVY VOTING PROGRAM MANAGER, AT (901) 874-4606/DSN 882 OR EMAIL:

MARK.LOFTON@NAVY.MIL OR CAPT KATHY CONTRES, COMNAVPERSCOM (PERS-67), AT (901) 874-4768/DSN 882 OR EMAIL:

KATHLENE.CONTRES@NAVY.MIL.

6.
RELEASED BY VADM G. L. HOEWING, N1.//
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