RDML Paul E. Sullivan, USN


RDML Sullivan is the VIRGINIA Class Attack Submarine Program Manager (PMS 450) in Program Executive Officer, Submarines.  RDML Sullivan took command of the Program in September 1998.  The VIRGINIA Program is developing the Navy’s premier nuclear attack submarines which will replace the aging LOS ANGELES Class during the next few decades.  The lead ship of this anticipated 30-ship class, VIRGINIA (SSN 774), will deliver in the spring of 2004.  


RDML Sullivan attended the United States Naval Academy, graduating in 1974 with a major in Mathematics.  His first assignment was in USS DETECTOR (MSO 429), where he was assigned as Engineer, and rotated to Operations Officer, Navigator, and Executive Officer.  RDML Sullivan qualified as a Surface Warfare Officer during this initial sea duty.


RDML Sullivan was selected for postgraduate education at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  He attended the Naval Construction and Engineering Program at MIT, and earned a Master’s Degree in Naval Architecture and Marine Engineering, and the advanced degree of Ocean Engineer.  While at MIT, RDML Sullivan transferred to the Engineering Duty Officer community.


Following postgraduate education, RDML Sullivan was assigned to Norfolk Naval Shipyard.  He served as a Ship Superintendent, overhauling aircraft carriers, amphibious ships, and submarines.  He also held the docking officer position, and moved off the waterfront as Assistant Design Superintendent.  While at Norfolk, RDML Sullivan completed his qualification as an Engineering Duty Officer.  He developed an interest in submarines, and entered the EDO Dolphin program, a submarine qualification program tailored to the Engineering Duty Officer needs.  To execute this program, he left the shipyard to join the wardroom of USS JAMES MADISON (SSBN 627) for a full refit and deterrent patrol.


Upon return from patrol, RDML Sullivan was assigned to Headquarters Naval Sea Systems Command as Deputy Ship Design Manager for the SEAWOLF Program.  While at headquarters, RDML Sullivan completed his qualification in submarines.  After working on  SEAWOLF’s Preliminary and Contract Design, he was nominated to return to MIT to teach the Naval Construction and Engineering Program.  

Accepted by MIT as Associate Professor of Naval Architecture, RDML Sullivan taught the Naval Ship Design sequence of courses, and supervised numerous Navy students in their ship design projects and thesis work.

RDML Sullivan returned to the waterfront at  Supervisor of Shipbuilding, Groton, CT as the OHIO Class Project Officer, where he delivered the submarines USS PENNSYLVANIA (SSBN 735) and USS WEST VIRGINIA (SSBN 736).  He transferred to the LOS ANGELES Class Project and delivered USS ALEXANDRIA (SSN 757).

Returning to headquarters, RDML Sullivan joined the New Attack Submarine (later VIRGINIA) program as Cost, Producibility, and Operational Effectiveness Team Leader.  As the program matured, he assisted in the preparations for all the early program acquisition milestones.  He also attended the Program Manager’s Course at Defense Acquisition University.  

Upon return from the Program Manager’s Course, RDML Sullivan was reassigned as Director for Submarines on the staff of the Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Research, Development, and Acquisition).  After a short time on the RDA staff, he was assigned to command as Program Manager, SEAWOLF Program (PMS 350).  As Program Manager, RDML Sullivan completed the construction, test, and delivery of USS SEAWOLF(SSN 21), lead ship of the class.  USS CONNECTICUT(SSN 22) was readied for sea trials, and construction was started on SSN 23 during his tenure.

Following post-delivery testing of  SEAWOLF, RDML Sullivan was assigned as Program Manager, VIRGINIA Class Attack Submarine Program.  Since 2001, RDML Sullivan has been serving as Deputy Commander for Engineering (SEA 05), Naval Sea Systems Command.

